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VIETNAM MINE ACTION CENTER ANNOUNCED

HANOI – Today Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung chaired the Vietnam Development Partnership Conference in Mine Action, which announced the establishment of the Vietnam Mine Action Center (VNMAC) and the general principles of the Vietnam Mine Action Partnership Group to be set up in 2014. 

The Prime Minister told the audience of national and international representatives that VNMAC has the mandate for planning and coordination with development partners and government agencies in mine action for implementation of all activities within the National Program for Mine Action (Program 504).
VNMAC will become the focal point for coordination of activities related to demining, victim assistance and mine risk education, the Prime Minister said. The Program 504 (from 2010 to 2025) aims to mobilize national and international resources to minimize hazard and to create an environment for socio-economic development free from the impact of unexploded ordnance. 
The establishment of the Vietnam Mine Action Partnership Group (MAPG) later in 2014 was also announced by the Prime Minister. 
At this conference, the government of Vietnam and development partners agreed on the general principles of the group. The MAPG will be the forum for developing deeper understanding, building consensus and facilitating progress towards common systems and methodologies in Program 504.
As such, it marks the beginning of a dialogue between the Government of Vietnam and development partners on strategic issues in mine action. 
Today, Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and the National Mine Action Steering Committee had a productive discussion with development partners, including representatives of donor countries, international development agencies and non-government organizations. 
The Charge d’Affaires of Germany Embassy Mr Hans-Jörg Brunner delivered a joint statement on behalf of the embassies of United States, Japan, Germany, Ireland, as well as the United Nations Development Program in Vietnam. The statement included: “We applaud the Government’s plans to establish the Vietnam Mine Action Centre. Strong, effective and engaged national coordination is necessary to mobilize the full capacities of Vietnam and its international partners to face the challenge of contamination of explosive remnants of war.”

The statement also included: “We reiterate our commitment to find innovative and appropriate means to support the Government of Vietnam’s mine action efforts, nationally, regionally and internationally.”
The United States of America began funding the mine action program in Vietnam in 1995. International support for mine action in Vietnam has since expanded, particularly after the visit by President Bill Clinton in November 2000 and the engagement of other donors including Japan, Norway, the United Kingdom, Germany, Ireland and Australia.
In recent years, each year Vietnam receives, on average, from $6 to $8 million from all of the donors. According to the Vietnamese government reports, in the years of 2009, 2010 and 2011, Vietnam spent approximately $90 million a year on mine action.
“Its Mine Action Program is the largest in the world. The country provides a model for other post-conflict countries, but there are also real opportunities for Vietnam to learn from successful innovations in other parts of the world. I note the presence of colleagues from Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, which gives us an opportunity to share experience here and now,” said Ambassador Stefano Toscano, Director of the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) – a leading international mine action organization. 
2013 was a breakthrough in mine action international cooperation for Vietnam. The 504 Standing Board signed two cooperation agreements on mine action. One agreement was the US and was signed during the visit to Vietnam by US Secretary of State, John Kerry. The other was with the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) together with Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (IC-VVAF). 
Vietnam and the United Nations in Vietnam also finalized the UN-Vietnam Partnership Framework on Mine Action in 2013. 
Also in 2013, the Expert Working Group on Humanitarian Mine Action was launched within the frame of the ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting – Plus, co-chaired by Vietnam and India in 2013-2015. In addition, in September 2013 at the United National General Assembly, the Prime Minister announced Vietnam’s commitment to contributing to demining units as part of United Nations Peacekeeping Missions. 
These are important indicators of the growing cooperation between Vietnam and the international mine action cooperation. The 504 Standing Board Chair Senior Lieutenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh said in an interview on March 12th: “Vietnam will increase international integration in mine action by participating in global mine action events and entering bilateral and multilateral agreements in mine action. This will help the international community better understand Vietnam’s mine action program.”
The US Deputy Assistant Secretary Rear Admiral Samuel Perez told the meeting: “Vietnam truly has ownership of its mine action program.  However, the United States, the international community, and NGOs can play a critical role in supporting Vietnam.”


“We have considerable work ahead of us, but together we are making major achievements to reach a safer environment for the people of Vietnam,” The Rear Admiral said. 
  

“Government and donor coordination on activities, policies, and technical expertise has the potential to achieve Vietnam’s long-term goal:  the removal of the most harmful explosive remnants of war, a Vietnam that is safe for its citizens, and capable of managing the residual impact of UXOs,” he said. 
Working closely with the national authorities in mine action since 2000, Country Director of Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (IC-VVAF) Thao Nguyen said: “There were tragic accidents in December 2013 and Jan 2014 in Vinh Long, Dong Nai, and Quang Binh, claiming the death of seven children and five other casualties – all born after the war ended in 1975.”

Ms Nguyen also said: “This reminds us all that UXO contamination in Vietnam remains widespread across the country, and demining is a long-term process and an urgent task for Vietnam. As cooperation increases with the US, and other international partners, Vietnam will be better able to accelerate the implementation of the national mine action program.
“ With that, many lives can be saved from UXO accidents.”
With support from the US government, IC-VVAF provides funding and technical assistance to the 504 Office organizing this Vietnam Development Partnership Conference on Mine Action. In 2014, IC-VVAF also co-chairs the Landmine Working Group of international and national mine action NGOs in Vietnam. 
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